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International application No. 
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I. Basis of the report 

1 . With regard to tlie elements of the international application (Replacement sheets which have been furnished to 
the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this report as "originally filed" 
and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rules 70. 16 and 70.17)): 

Description, Pages 

1-16 as originally filed 

Claims, Numbers 

1-13 as originally filed 

Drawings, Sheets 

1/1 as originally filed 

2. With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the 
language in which the international application was filed, unless othenAfise indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language: , which is: 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of the international search (under Rule 23.1 (b)). 

□ the language of publication of the intemational application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of intemational preliminary examination (under 
Rule 55.2 and/or 65.3). 

3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the intemational application, the 
intemational preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

□ contained in the intemational application in written form. 

□ filed together with the intemational application in computer readable form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

□ The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure 
in the international application as filed has been furnished. 

□ The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence 
listing has been furnished. 

4. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages: 

□ the claims, Nos.: 

□ the drawings, sheets: 
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^' ° 2?n'o^^'^J ^^f®" established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have 
been considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed (Rule 70.2(c)). 

i^portT'^^^'^^^^ ^^^^^ conte/n/hflr such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this 
6. Additional observations, if necessary: 

^' ?»ft1«»f i"-""*®^ ^^'""^^ "^"^ '^^9®'^^ *^ novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability- 

citations and explanations supporting such statement km «iHH>i^oiiiiy, 



Statement 
Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 

Industrial applicability (lA) 



Yes: 
No: 



Claims 
Claims 



Yes: Claims 

No: Claims 

Yes: Claims 

No: Claims 



1-13 

1-13 
1-13 



2. Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 
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Re Item V 

Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or 
Industrial applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1 . Reference is made to the following document: 

D1 = EP-A-0796886 

2.1 . Document D1 , whicli Is considered to represent tlie most relevant state of the art, 
discloses (cf. example 1) a polyamide composition comprising nylon 6, nigrosine, 
aniline black and carbon black. Furthermore, D1 discloses (page 4, line 47) that 
the polyamide composition may contain fibrous reinforcing materials. The 
polyamide composition is suitable for the production of moulded plastic products 
in the field of parts of automobiles, electric and electronic products (page 2, lines 
5-6) e.g. by injection moulding (examples). 

2.2. The subject-matter of independent claims 1 and 8-12 differs from the disclosure of 
D1 in that a branching agent having functional groups that can react with 
functional groups of the polyamide is present. 

3.1 . The examples show that an increasing amount of branching agent leads to an 
increasing melt viscosity. 

Therefore, the objective technical problem solved by the aforementioned 
distinguishing feature is to provide polyamide compositions with increased melt 
viscosity. 

3.2. An obvious way to solve said problem is to add a branching agent having 
functional groups that can read with functional groups of the polyamide. 

3.3. Therefore, the subject-matter of independent claims 1 and 8-12 does not meet the 
requirements of Article 33(3) PCT. 

3.4. The additional features of dependent claims 2-7 and 1 3 are conventional and, 
thus, said claims do not meet the requirements of Article 33(3) PCT. 
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4. The arguments of the Applicant are not convincing for the following reasons: 

The subject-matter of Independent claims 1 and 8-12 differs from the disclosure of 
the Japanese document (JP-A-2000-61 983) cited by the Applicant in the 
application in the same distinguishing feature (the presence of a branching agent 
having functional groups that can react with the functional groups of the 
polyamide) as document D1. Therefore, D1 is a suitable starting point for the 
assessment of inventive step and, thus, the assessment of inventive step of the 
written opinion is still valid. 

Moreover, in D1 as well as in the aforementioned Japanese document moulded 
plastic products in the field of parts of automobiles are produced by injection 
moulding . 

Furthemriore, it should be noted that it is necessary for a branching agent to react 
with the polymer to be branched. 

5. For all claims (1-13) industrial applicability is aclcnowledged. 
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